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Working to get more community gardens in Salt
Lake
July 15th, 2010 @ 9:28am
By Mary Richards

SALT LAKE CITY -- If you want a row or plot in a community garden in the Salt Lake Valley, get in line: a long line!

Right now there's an eight-year waiting list to get into one of the five community gardens in Salt Lake County operated
by Wasatch Community Gardens. Community garden coordinator Brit Merrill says interest just skyrocketed because of
the economy and a desire to eat more organic, fresh foods.

"The majority of people (on the list) live in an apartment or their backyard is too shaded. A lot of people just want to be a
part of something," she says.

Merrill says 60 percent of the gardens are reserved for low-income growers. They are working with Salt Lake City and
Salt Lake County to open up more space.

"Food that travels 500 miles and has sat in fridges and trucks is not going to taste as good as something you go out into
your backyard to pick or down the street to your community garden to pick," Merrill says.

For details of the community gardening program, click here.

E-mail: mrichards@ksl.com
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