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Our mission is to empower people 
of all ages and incomes to grow 
and eat healthy, organic, local food. 
Since 1989, Wasatch Community 
Gardens (WCG) has provided Salt 
Lake County residents with garden 
space, educational programs, and 
community events to empower 
them to grow, harvest, and prepare 
fresh, healthy food, as well as to 
build and nurture community 
connections.

Our vision is to transform a 1.2-
acre property in the heart of Salt 
Lake’s Central City neighborhood 
into a community resource 
dedicated to urban agriculture, 
community building, education, 
and stewardship. The Wasatch 
Community Gardens’ Campus will 
provide a welcoming and inspiring 
space where community members 
can learn, share, and connect with 
each other through a shared love 
of gardening and healthy food.

WA S AT C H  C O M M U N I T Y  
G A R D E N S ’  C A M P U S

P R O J E C T  
V I S I O N

M I S S I O N
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Since 2012, WCG has dreamed of putting down our roots 
and creating an urban agriculture center where community 
members can come to learn about growing and eating fresh, 
healthy food and connect with each other. 

For years, we have worked tirelessly with the City, County, 
several realtors, and a developer to find an appropriate home. 
Then one day, there were three “For Sale” signs in a row right 
next to our flagship Grateful Tomato Garden! With financial 
support from some incredibly generous donors, we were 
able to purchase the parcels, complete with three charming, 
historic homes.

To make our dream a reality, we are now working to 
transform these properties into the Wasatch Community 
Gardens’ Campus, which will include:

• A garden education cottage with a teaching kitchen and 
indoor learning space.

• Additional demonstration gardens to showcase both tried 
and true as well as innovative ways to grow food in small, 
urban spaces.

• Expanded outdoor teaching spaces so that we can 
accommodate larger groups and run our programs 
concurrently.

• Office space for our program and administrative staff.

• Indoor/outdoor event space that community members can 
rent, providing ongoing revenue for WCG.

• An innovative, green, and affordable residential component 
that provides rental income and additional security for the 
garden and neighborhood.

We have been gathering input from community members 
about what they want to see at the new Campus and have 
received a lot of enthusiastic feedback. People are hungry 
for more hands-on gardening, learning, and community-
building opportunities, and they are eager to help bring this 
community asset to fruition. It’s going to take a village, and 
we hope that you will be a part of it. 

P R O J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N
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By creating an urban agriculture center that serves 
as a showcase for the simple yet powerful impacts 
that come from growing fresh food in a dense, urban 
setting, we believe we can bring even more people 
together around gardening and fresh, healthy food. 
Specifically, the Campus will provide community 
members with:

• More hands-on gardening education 
opportunities, with up to 25% more workshop 
offerings annually.

• Enhanced teaching spaces where youth and 
school groups can learn about growing and eating 
healthy food.

• Continued opportunities to grow their own food 
in the onsite community garden.

• Indoor education spaces for year-round learning.

• Additional demonstration gardens where 
visitors can learn about different food growing 
techniques, such as vertical gardening, 
maximizing small urban spaces such as balconies 
and window boxes for growing food, and using 
a greenhouse and hoop house to extend the 
growing season. 

• ADA accessible facilities and opportunities for 
adaptive garden programs.

• Expanded educational opportunities for adult 
audiences, such as garden clubs, corporate 
groups, and special/underserved populations.

• Rentable indoor/outdoor event space for 
weddings, birthday parties, and corporate events.

C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T
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Through our Community Education Program, WCG 
provides a range of classes and hands-on workshops to 
help community members grow and eat healthy, organic 
food. In 2018, we offered 37 workshops, attended by 454 
community members.

G A R D E N  C L A S S E S  & 
W O R K S H O P S

T H E  W A S A T C H  C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N S ’  C A M P U S

S T A F F  S P O T L I G H T

M A R Y B E T H 
J A N E R I C H

W O R K S H O P  P A R T I C I P A N T  S P O T L I G H T

K A Y  B R O W N  &  
E L L E N  B L O E D E L

Like many WCG employees, Marybeth began 
as a volunteer with the organization, working 
in the youth gardens and serving as the edible 
perennial expert at our annual Plant Sale. She 
has been running our Community Education 
Program since 2016 and has taught thousands 
of community members how to grow food more 
successfully. She revels in sharing her extensive 
knowledge of gardening with everyone she 
encounters and absolutely loves it when people 
share their stories of “shopping for dinner in 
their backyards.”

Kay and Ellen are avid organic gardeners. They 
grow fruit and veggies in raised beds at their 
home in Cottonwood Heights. Kay built the 
raised beds herself, and even welded one of 
the ornamental trellises she uses for climbing 
vines. Cherry trees and a persimmon punctuate 
the garden along with a grape arbor, a favorite 
vantage for their cat Birdie.

Kay and Ellen have attended WCG workshops 
since 2009, including the Garden Guru series, an 
in-depth look at growing food organically, from 
soil amendments to integrated pest management 
to crop rotation. 

“ I t  g ives  me goosebumps to hear  stor i es  
of  garden ing  success  from commun ity 

members  and to see  the i r  exc i tement at 
growing  and eat ing  garden fresh  food .  The 

empowerment I  see  i n  people  as  they  ach i eve 
success  i n  the i r  gardens ,  whatever  the  s i ze , 

i s  what mot ivates  me every  day. ”

“We enjoy  the  one -on -one  i nteract ion  with 

the  i nstructor ,  and  we learn from the 

other  gardeners ,  too –  the i r  quest ions  and 

perspect ives  are  so  helpful .  Be ing  able  to touch 

the  so i l ,  to  be  present i n  the  garden ,  breath ing 

i t  i n ,  has  helped  us  be  better  gardeners . ”

Expanded demonstration gardens 
and workshop offerings, resulting 
in more community members 
having access to hands-on 
experiences related to gardening 
and healthy eating.

 

C A M P U S  I M P A C T
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The Grateful Tomato Garden is one of 16 community 
gardens managed by WCG throughout Salt Lake 
County where community members can grow their 
own fresh, organic produce. In 2018, 437 households 
– 57% of which are low-income per federal standards 
– grew their food in one of our community gardens. 
82 gardeners of refugee background participated 
in our gardens through our partnership with the 
International Rescue Committee.

G A R D E N  P L OT S  F O R 
C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S

Z A N A  J O K I C
C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N E R  S P O T L I G H T

Zana Jokic came to Salt Lake City eight years ago from Bosnia. 
Before she found WCG, Zana had never grown her own food. 
She credits her involvement with WCG’s Community Garden 
Program with not only helping her learn to grow healthy food 
for her household, but also helping her integrate into American 
society. She has been a community gardener in our Harmony Park 
Community Garden and more recently at our Grateful Tomato 
Garden, and her involvement has encouraged several other 
Bosnians to join her in our gardens. 

“ I n  the gardens ,  I  have met at least 20  d i fferent 
nat ional it i es  and we commun icate one language of  garden ing 

and share our d i fferent exper ience with garden ing . ”

Continued opportunities for 
community members to grow their 
own fresh, organic produce in the 
historic Grateful Tomato Garden.

C A M P U S  I M P A C T
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Y O U T H  G A R D E N  C L U B  P A R T I C I P A N T  S P O T L I G H T

B R E C K E N  H U N T E R 

Brecken Hunter is a 14-year-old who has been 
participating in WCG’s Youth Garden Club 
classes for many years through our partner, 
YouthCity Liberty Park. Inspired by what he 
learned at the Grateful Tomato Garden, he 
volunteered to help YouthCity Liberty Park 
create a garden of their own.

“ It  was really fun to start mak ing the garden and f igure out what to grow.  
I  love garden ing and while lots of people don ’t l i ke the d irt ,  it  doesn ’t really 

get you too d irty,  it ’s  really fun ,  and you get del ic ious food ! ”

Through our Youth Garden Program, WCG connects 
children to healthy, local food through hands-
on, garden-based learning in our youth teaching 
gardens. In 2018, 1,870 youth attended a class, field 
trip, or summer camp with WCG. 

Our Youth Garden Club classes are executed 
through partnerships with social services agencies 
that serve youth from primarily low-income 
families. Our partners bring groups of children to 
the garden every week to learn about gardening and 
healthy eating.

K I D S  I N  T H E  GA R D E N

New and expanded teaching 
spaces including an indoor kitchen 
to accommodate larger school field 
trip groups as well as multiple 
groups at one time, resulting in 
more opportunities for children 
to grow, prepare, and eat fresh, 
healthy food.

C A M P U S  I M P A C T
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We asked our constituents what types of programs and garden features 
they would most like to see at the Wasatch Community Gardens’ Campus. 
We have tallied the votes and here are some of their favorites.

C O M M U N I T Y  I N P U T 
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A s h l e y  P at t e r s o n 
Executive Director 

Email: director@wasatchgardens.org  
Tel: 801-541-9442

The Wasatch Community Gardens’ Campus is a project that will not only 
benefit our community today, but will sow seeds for future generations of Utah 
gardeners. We need your support to make this dream a reality! To learn more 

about this project and to make a financial contribution, please contact:

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P




